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Between Herman and Wheaton MN, 2014

2014 SugarbeetField 
ÅThought it was redroot pigweed
ÅWater from the creek flooded the north west part of the 

field
ÅCreek is connected to the NiemakleLake / watershed
ÅWaterfowl production area
ÅWaterhempimpeded soybean harvest in 2012
ÅSugarbeetweed control research in 2013, 2014, and 2015





Waterhemp was reported in the growers survey in 
2000 and mentioned in the narrative in 2002
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Chippewa = Chippewa, Swift and Kandiyohi Counties
Renville = Renville, Redwood, Faribault, Yellow Medicine, Lac Qui Parle, and Sibley Counties 
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7ÁÔÅÒÈÅÍÐȭÓjourney from wetland habitat to 
agricultural.

ÅWaterhemporiginally was found along the flood plains of 
southern and western Illinois (Sauer 1957).
ÅCompare genetic make-up of plants in fields to those in 

herbariums and museums.
ÅMutations in genes related to drought tolerance, rapid 

growth, and herbicide resistance.
ÅHerbicide-resistant mutations (2 of 7) were discovered in 

plants from natural habitats.
ÅOthers have suggested hybridization with other pigweed 

species has improved its adaptation to MN soils.


